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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. TLAIB). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
October 26, 2021. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RASHIDA 
TLAIB) to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

SLOUCHING TOWARD A WELFARE 
STATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, it is so-
bering to know that American 
exceptionalism is only a few degrees 
away from extinction. It should never 
be that way. 

One of the greatest threats we face as 
a Nation is the creation of a welfare 
state and, subsequently, the mentality 
that is bred by one. 

It seems that many have forgotten 
the simple principle that Americans 
have always abided by: Here, we work 
to earn our keep. Over the course of 
the last 9 months, that principle has 
become lost. 

It is evident that America is no 
longer slouching toward socialism; we 
are standing on its doorstep. We are 
much better than this as a country. 

The welfare-without-work expansions 
that are being proposed by the major-
ity are dangerous. One of those expan-
sions is the child tax credit that bears 
no work requirements for recipients. 

Twenty-five years ago, Republicans 
and Democrats came together to re-
form America’s welfare system. It was 
a bipartisan effort through and 
through. But if you fast-forward to 
today, the majority has ignored the 
spirit of that agreement in favor of 
their own distorted agenda. 

Simply put, the majority has turned 
the child tax credit into a cash-for-kids 
handout. Remember, the recipients of 
this handout are not required to work 
to receive it. 

Just last week, President Biden ad-
mitted during a CNN townhall that he 
opposes a work requirement. Keep in 
mind that members of the President’s 
own party, such as Senator MANCHIN, 
are advocating for a work requirement. 

The University of Chicago recently 
published a study showing how expand-
ing the child tax credit disincentivizes 
work. In fact, it would lead to an exo-
dus of 1.5 million workers from the 
workforce. America simply can’t afford 
that. 

When you consider the loss of 1.5 mil-
lion workers and the abysmal jobs re-
ports that have come out this year, it 
is clear that something is wrong. The 
labor force participation rate plum-
meted last month to 61.6 percent. The 
last time the labor force participation 
rate was 61.6 percent was in April of 
1976. 

There are roughly 3 months left in 
2021, and at this pace America is on 

track to fall right off the cliff and onto 
the rocks below. That is the cost of 
government dependency. That is the 
cost of providing a steady stream of 
other taxpayer checks that pay more 
to sit at home than to work. 

Pitting Main Street businesses 
against government-led benefits won’t 
build the economy back. It won’t get 
Americans back to work, and it cer-
tainly won’t steer our great country to 
brighter and better days. 

American exceptionalism is not built 
by welfare or sitting at home col-
lecting a check. It is built by everyday 
people who show up at work and get 
the job done. If that fundamental prin-
ciple is lost, then America will be lost 
as well. 

There is no denying that America is 
standing on socialism’s doorstep. Look 
at the state our country is in because 
of the majority’s failed policies and 
what could come down the line. 

Government dependency robs this 
great country and its citizens of unpar-
alleled opportunity. The majority has 
steered us in that direction, and the 
American people should be downright 
fearful. 

f 

AMERICA’S FAILING WATER IN-
FRASTRUCTURE MUST BE RE-
PLACED 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

O’HALLERAN). The Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. 
TLAIB) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, we can’t 
build back better without replacing 
every inch of lead service line in our 
country. 

In too many of our communities from 
Flint to Benton Harbor to the cities of 
Wayne and Hamtramck and across the 
State of Michigan and our Nation, the 
water is poisoned with lead. 

We have an opportunity now to 
change it, with a bold and clear invest-
ment to replace every single lead-con-
taminated service line in our Nation. 
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